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Environmental Protection Agency § 146.5 

USDW means ‘‘underground source of 
drinking water.’’ 

Well means: A bored, drilled, or driv-
en shaft whose depth is greater than 
the largest surface dimension; or, a dug 
hole whose depth is greater than the 
largest surface dimension; or, an im-
proved sinkhole; or, a subsurface fluid 
distribution system. 

Well injection means the subsurface 
emplacement of fluids through a well. 

Well plug means a watertight and 
gastight seal installed in a borehole or 
well to prevent movement of fluids. 

Well stimulation means several proc-
esses used to clean the well bore, en-
large channels, and increase pore space 
in the interval to be injected thus mak-
ing it possible for wastewater to move 
more readily into the formation, and 
includes (1) surging, (2) jetting, (3) 
blasting, (4) acidizing, (5) hydraulic 
fracturing. 

Well monitoring means the measure-
ment, by on-site instruments or labora-
tory methods, of the quality of water 
in a well. 

(Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, 
Clean Air Act, Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act: 42 U.S.C. 6905, 6912, 6925, 6927, 
6974) 

[45 FR 42500, June 24, 1980, as amended at 46 
FR 43161, Aug. 27, 1981; 47 FR 4998, Feb. 3, 
1982; 48 FR 14293, Apr. 1, 1983; 53 FR 37414, 
Sept. 26, 1988; 64 FR 68573, Dec. 7, 1999] 

§ 146.4 Criteria for exempted aquifers. 

An aquifer or a portion thereof which 
meets the criteria for an ‘‘underground 
source of drinking water’’ in § 146.3 may 
be determined under § 144.7 of this 
chapter to be an ‘‘exempted aquifer’’ 
for Class I–V wells if it meets the cri-
teria in paragraphs (a) through (c) of 
this section. Class VI wells must meet 
the criteria under paragraph (d) of this 
section: 

(a) It does not currently serve as a 
source of drinking water; and 

(b) It cannot now and will not in the 
future serve as a source of drinking 
water because: 

(1) It is mineral, hydrocarbon or geo-
thermal energy producing, or can be 
demonstrated by a permit applicant as 
part of a permit application for a Class 
II or III operation to contain minerals 
or hydrocarbons that considering their 

quantity and location are expected to 
be commercially producible. 

(2) It is situated at a depth or loca-
tion which makes recovery of water for 
drinking water purposes economically 
or technologically impractical; 

(3) It is so contaminated that it 
would be economically or techno-
logically impractical to render that 
water fit for human consumption; or 

(4) It is located over a Class III well 
mining area subject to subsidence or 
catastrophic collapse; or 

(c) The total dissolved solids content 
of the ground water is more than 3,000 
and less than 10,000 mg/l and it is not 
reasonably expected to supply a public 
water system. 

(d) The areal extent of an aquifer ex-
emption for a Class II enhanced oil re-
covery or enhanced gas recovery well 
may be expanded for the exclusive pur-
pose of Class VI injection for geologic 
sequestration under § 144.7(d) of this 
chapter if it meets the following cri-
teria: 

(1) It does not currently serve as a 
source of drinking water; and 

(2) The total dissolved solids content 
of the ground water is more than 3,000 
mg/l and less than 10,000 mg/l; and 

(3) It is not reasonably expected to 
supply a public water system. 

(Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, 
Clean Air Act, Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act: 42 U.S.C. 6905, 6912, 6925, 6927, 
6974) 

[45 FR 42500, June 24, 1980, as amended at 47 
FR 4998, Feb. 3, 1982; 48 FR 14293, Apr. 1, 1983; 
75 FR 77291, Dec. 10, 2010] 

§ 146.5 Classification of injection wells. 

Injection wells are classified as fol-
lows: 

(a) Class I. (1) Wells used by genera-
tors of hazardous waste or owners or 
operators of hazardous waste manage-
ment facilities to inject hazardous 
waste beneath the lowermost forma-
tion containing, within one quarter (1⁄4) 
mile of the well bore, an underground 
source of drinking water. 

(2) Other industrial and municipal 
disposal wells which inject fluids be-
neath the lowermost formation con-
taining, within one quarter mile of the 
well bore, an underground source of 
drinking water. 
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